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Letter from Helen Jones -
New Beginnings

Every spring the oak woods below Roseberry Topping are carpeted
with bluebells. | remember seeing them just before my first trip to
India and every year since then, the arrival of the bluebell season
has evoked happy memories of that very special time. They were in
bloom once more when | returned to Darjeeling 3 years later to talk to
my friend Rachana about setting up a school.

There are no bluebells in the Himalayan foothills, but during May, the
much-prized first flush of leaves becomes ready for plucking in the
tea gardens, and dotting the slopes, glorious jacarandas and other
exotic shade trees come into bloom, their branches often festooned
with delicate orchids as well. From across the valleys, the call of the
Asian cuckoo may be heard trumpeting the arrival of spring. It is a
time of new beginnings, and in the hills, schools re-open for the new
school year.

At Roseberry, tiny children make new friends and enjoy new
experiences in the pre-school class, and in the school office, news
comes in from ex-pupils as they progress up the education ladder.
Every year, Roseberry continues to fulfil the hopes of all involved in
the project, offering opportunities to children and families who would
otherwise miss out on a decent education. Several of our very first
pupils are now supporting families as well as themselves, having
gained valuable qualifications, and entered work which gives them a
decent living wage such as their parents have never enjoyed.

As originally planned, the school has become partially self-funding
through a sliding scale of modest fees for those who can afford
them. But Roseberry's most important principle is still the offer of a
good education to all comers, excluding no child because their
parents cannot pay. This offer is made possible through continued
funding from SAI, and we are immensely grateful for every
contribution to our funds which support this important work. It still
costs less than the average price of a weekly coffee to educate a
child at Roseberry because all our charity staff are volunteers, and
the teachers themselves receive only modest salaries.

Back in the UK, SAl is undergoing its own process of renewal. After
20 years of faithful service, our treasurer Heather has handed the
baton to our newest and youngest-ever Trustee, Evie. When we
recently consulted the charity's governing document, she noticed it
was written exactly 20 years ago, in the year before she was born.
And so a new generation is gradually taking up the reins, and a
fresh new approach will help to make the next 20 years at
Roseberry even better than the last.

Banking matters

Our original account with
Natwest is no longer in use.

Our current account is now with
CAF Bank.

Acc. No 00034784

Sort code 40-52-40

Heartfelt thanks to all who
continue to support the work of
Roseberry School with regular
payments.
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Dickha, former SAI pupil
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News of pupils past and present

Twenty years ago, we dreamed of changing the life
prospects of some of Darjeeling's poorest children and
their families, and we're beginning to see outcomes that
exceed our expectations. Several of our earliest pupils
wrote this spring to share their achievements. Here are
just a few.

Dikcha (pictured front page) is an amazing young
woman who has featured before in my newsletters. Her
mother was a tea plucker and her grandmother earned
a pittance smashing rocks for road building, and to add
to the family's burdens, Dikcha was born with a cleft
palate in a country where medical intervention is neither
free nor affordable for the poor. Her luck changed when a pair of Australian surgeons spotted her in the
tea garden créche, arranged a corrective operation, and told the family about Roseberry's free
education. From an early age, Dikcha made the arduous 1,000-foot climb to school, first with her
grandmother and later alone, even in the dark on winter evenings. That determination has paid off: she's
now at college studying for a BA in English, with aspirations to do a master's degree.

Sushant with Ms Smriti

The teachers had a pleasant surprise recently when the visiting education officer from the local Animal
Welfare Centre turned out to be Sushant (pictured top right), among Roseberry's very first intake in
2007. His parents, subsistence farmers, sent him to live with grandparents in Darjeeling so he could
attend the school. They are so proud of him now.

Another former pupil, Barun, dreamed for years of becoming a violinist. | remember him as an impish
five-year-old playing air guitar in the playground, and later, as a teenager, playing his violin for me on a
visit to Darjeeling. Now he's training with the Indian Symphony Orchestra at their Music Academy in
Mumbai, and the video he sent of a recent performance is exquisite.

Gracy and Pritisha, who trained as nurses in Kolkata, are
now fully qualified and awaiting registration. Gracy's mum is
a single parent working as a domestic, so this will transform
their family's life.

Two young brothers, Priyam and Syan (pictured right), are
typical of many of our current pupils. Their village school
closed when the landlord wanted the building back, so the
family found accommodation near Roseberry instead. Both
parents work, the father in the tea garden and the mother
selling vegetables, and it's a financial struggle, but the boys
are happily settled and the family now looks forward to a
brighter future.

Many boys at Roseberry dream of becoming soldiers, a
career that offers a rare way out of poverty for the whole
family. Places are hard to win, but every year since our first
pupils came of age, one or more has passed both the
academic and physical tests.

Priyam and Syan, current SAl pupils




